 





Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Held on: Monday 27th April 2026
Time: 7:30pm
Location: St Leonard’s Church
(Following the Parish Council Meeting at 6:00pm)
Members of the press and public were invited to attend.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies from Cllr Crawley.
2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest.
Present
Cllr Billy Pither (Chairman), Parish Councillors, Adrian England (Dacorum Borough Council), Paul Stanbridge (Chief Inspector, Hertfordshire Police), Victoria Collins MP, Cllr Caroline Smith-Wright (Dacorum Borough Council), and members of the public.
3. Welcome and Introductions
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees.
Thanks were extended to Jo Burke and St Leonards Church for the use of the venue. It was noted that, The Annual Parish Meeting focuses on parish activities and financial reporting, due to exceptional circumstances, this meeting would focus primarily on the situation at Friendless Lane.  Financial accounts are available for inspection.
4. Update from Dacorum Borough Council – Adrian England
Adrian England provided a detailed update regarding the ongoing situation.
Overview
· The situation is unprecedented in scale and complexity within his 10 years as a councillor.
· Approximately 300 vehicles were involved, indicating a highly coordinated development.
· Immediate liaison took place with senior officers upon notification.
Actions Taken
· Emergency discussions held with senior council officers.
· A multi-hour senior team meeting convened.
· External specialist local authority advice was sought.
· A Stop Notice and Injunction were obtained.
Approach
· The Council is pursuing the matter through planning enforcement and legal routes.
· Emphasis placed on the need for proportionate and evidence-based action.
· Ongoing evidence gathering is essential to strengthen the legal case.
Planning Context
· Dacorum is currently developing a new Local Plan (overdue by more than 10 years).
· Housing targets have increased significantly (approx. 800 to over 1,000 per year).
· Traveller site provision requirements must be considered within planning policy.
· Existing local provision includes multiple sites within a short distance.
Challenges Identified
· Limited staffing and lack of weekend enforcement coverage
· Significant existing enforcement caseload
· Complexity of planning law and appeals process
· Organised nature of the development
Resident Questions and Concerns
Residents raised:
· Concern that the Council may lose momentum or fail to act decisively
· Questions regarding protection of Green Belt and AONB land
· Frustration regarding perceived delays over the bank holiday period
· Concerns regarding potential costs preventing enforcement action
· Queries about whether other locations may be more suitable
Responses
· The Council confirmed it is actively pursuing all available legal options.
· It was acknowledged that initial response was constrained by timing (bank holiday)
· The scale of the issue was not immediately understood
· Assurance given that the case is being treated seriously and with urgency.
· Commitment to continue working with partners and applying pressure where possible.


5. Update from Hertfordshire Police – Paul Stanbridge
Chief Inspector Stanbridge addressed the meeting.
Overview
· Acknowledged the strength of feeling within the community.
· Recognised that the situation caused fear and distress among residents.
Police Role
· Police are responsible for criminal law enforcement only.
· Planning breaches and injunction enforcement fall under civil law.
Incident Review
· A police vehicle was damaged during the incident; this is under investigation.
· Officers were required to balance maintaining public order and safety. It was acknowledged that, Police presence may have been insufficient.  The situation escalated rapidly.  Some decisions were made under significant pressure.
Community Concerns
Residents reported:
· Feeling unsupported during the incident
· Perceived lack of police presence at key moments
· Concerns regarding safety and access to homes
· Emotional and psychological impact
Police Response
· Increased patrols in the area moving forward
· Commitment to improved communication and engagement
· Ongoing review of the police response to identify lessons learned
· Reassurance that incidents will continue to be monitored closely
Clarifications
· Breach of injunction is a civil matter unless linked to criminal offences
· Police will act where criminal offences occur
· Residents advised to contact police immediately in emergencies
6. Update from Victoria Collins MP
Victoria Collins MP addressed the meeting and outlined national-level engagement.
Key Points
· Described the situation as a serious failure of current enforcement mechanisms.
· Raised the issue with Government ministers and The Prime Minister’s office
· Confirmed that similar incidents are occurring nationally.
Actions
· Secured further meetings with relevant departments
· Raised urgent questions in Parliament
· Coordinating across Home Office, planning, and policing bodies
Concerns Highlighted
· Lack of effective enforcement powers following injunctions
· Limitations of civil law in addressing such developments
· Resource constraints at local authority level
Commitment
· Continued pressure at national level
· Exploration of potential legislative changes
· Ongoing support for the Parish Council and residents
7. Update from Cllr Caroline Smith-Wright
Cllr Smith-Wright provided an update on local authority actions.
Actions and Focus Areas
· Coordination with highways regarding road and tree damage
· Environmental considerations, including contamination risks
· Ongoing liaison with relevant departments
Limitations
· Legal proceedings restrict the level of detail that can be shared publicly
Assurances
· The matter is being treated as a priority
· Strong collaboration between agencies
· Recognition of the impact on the community

8. Public Questions and Discussion
An extended Q&A session took place.
Key Themes
· Frustration regarding lack of immediate enforcement powers
· Concerns over delays, particularly during weekends and holidays
· Perceived inequality in application of laws
· Questions regarding legal processes and likelihood of success
· Concerns about precedent and future similar developments
· Impact on residents’ wellbeing and safety
Responses
Representatives reiterated, Legal constraints and processes, Ongoing efforts to gather evidence and commitment to pursuing the case.
· Concerns over delays, particularly during weekends and holidays
· Perceived inequality in application of laws
· Questions regarding legal processes and likelihood of success
· Concerns about precedent and future similar developments
· Impact on residents’ wellbeing and safety
9. Financial Summary
The Parish Council accounts were made available for inspection. 


Cllr Pither thanked all attendees for their contributions and acknowledged the strength of community feeling.  Attendees were invited to remain for refreshments and informal discussions.

Signed:
Cllr Billy Pither (Chairman)
1st May 2026
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