 





Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on: Monday 27th April 2026
Time: 6:00pm
Location: St Leonard’s Church


1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Crawley.

2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were made.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th March 2026 were approved as a correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Williams, Seconded by Cllr Humbert.

4. Public and Press Participation (15 minutes)
Concerns were raised by residents regarding parcels of land in and around Flamstead currently for sale.
Key Issues Raised
· Concerns relating to land ownership and recent sales, particularly around:
Watling Street
Land behind MV Commercials
Friendless Lane
Cotton Springs development
· Residents expressed concern that multiple plots becoming available could lead to undesirable development.
· The attractiveness of land near major routes (A5/M1) and infrastructure (including sewage areas) was highlighted.
· Concerns were raised regarding “grey belt” classification and potential planning implications.
Suggestions
· Tracing ownership of land parcels was suggested as a potential action.

5. Planning Applications
	Application Ref
	Address
	Description
	Decision

	26/00604/FHA
	8 Shepherds Yard, Flamstead
	Single storey garden building (home office)
	Granted

	26/00811/MFA
	Land North of Friendless Lane
	Change of use to 14 Gypsy & Traveller pitches
	Noted – additional document uploaded 21 April 2026 – Council objects

	26/00876/FHA
	34 Singlets Lane
	Roof replacement and extensions
	No objection

	26/00819/FHA
	21 Parsons Close
	Two storey rear and first floor side extension
	No objection



6. Nature-Based Outdoor Classroom – Flamstead School
· The school has received funding to develop a nature-based outdoor classroom.
· The existing derelict swimming pool requires filling in to make the site safe.
· Estimated cost: £9,000 (excluding labour).
· The school currently has no funds available for this element.
· Dacorum Borough Council has contributed £10,000 towards the wider project.
Discussion Points
· Health and safety concerns regarding the pool were highlighted.
· Previous objections from residents regarding filling in the pool were noted.
· The project is intended to benefit the wider community.
Resolution
The Parish Council agreed to match funds raised by the school, up to approximately £4,500.  Proposed: Cllr Humbert, Seconded: Cllr Williams – this matter has been discussed with HAPTC and needs to be discussed further before a decision is confirmed.

7. Pavilion Security Review
· The Pavilion was identified as remote and vulnerable.
Measures Considered
· Installation of shutters (including electric roller shutters)
· Changing security access codes
· Enclosing the veranda
· Installation of bollards in the car park
Action
· Agreement to establish a Pavilion Committee to review and implement improvements.  Cllr Humphreys, Cllr Williams and Cllr Russell.

8. Path Improvement – FoSL (Village Hall to Church Gate)
· Proposal to improve accessibility of the path from the Village Hall ramp to the church gate.
· Aim: make route safe for wheelchair users.
· Estimated cost: £15,000 + VAT
Resolution
The Parish Council agreed to contribute £5,000 towards the project.  Proposed: Cllr Wild, Seconded: Cllr Crowie.


9. Old Watling Street – Litter and Fly-Tipping
Issues Raised
· Accumulation of litter at junction of Chad Lane and Old Watling Street
· Fly-tipping reported at both ends of Old Watling Street
Discussion
· Current cleaning contract covers ends of the road but not the full stretch
· Responsibility may lie with Highways
Action
Clerk to contact Highways regarding, road sweeping and clearance of fly-tipped waste

10. Memorial Tree
Carlos and Tania thanked the Parish Council for authorising planting of a memorial tree at the recreation ground in memory of Serge Louis Budowski.  The tree has now been planted.

11. Finance
The Council considered financial reports covering:
· 1 March 2025 – 31 March 2026
· 1 April – 27 April 2026
Action
· Cllr Natalie Crowie to meet with the Clerk to review finances in detail with Clerk.

12. Close of Meeting
The meeting was closed ahead of the Annual Parish Meeting.




Signed: ___________________________
Cllr Billy Pither (Chairman)
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